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Mar r. v. 3, &c. 9 
Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, for thfirs | 


is the Kingdom of Heaven: 


HIS is the Beginning of our Saviaur's 4 

Sermon upon the Mount, and is the >. 
more remarkable, becauſe as the O ] 
Teſtament, or the laſt of the Prophets | 
ends with a Threatning and Curſe, fo our Sausrmt oY 
begins his New T:/fament with a Blefling, and o- 
pens his Mouth in the Goſpel Diſpenſation WW | 


. 


gracious P romiſes. . * a , 1 
In this Diſcourſe he has 1 his Diſcipes 
_ weighty Leſſons; the Whole has been juftty 

raiſed by all his People, and is a Tranſcript of his ; 
find, and the beſt eccleſiaſtical Rule, Ritual; nl 
Rubrick of his univerſal Church, © =o. =. 
He delivered this Diſcourſe upon a Mountain. (for 5 
great Multitudes followed him) that ſo all might ſeg 
and hear him, The Scribes and Phariſees Withenngn 
Doubt deſpiſed him for this manner of preathinigg , 
and eſpecially thoſe who were ſo fond of the Tei- 

ple, that they had hated the Samaritans, and ſuck as 
worſhipped out of it: But hence we learn, 722 3514 $2008 
our Saviour all Places are alike, and may be ule ©. 

for the publiſhing his Goſpel ; and though Heuss 
ſet apart for his Worſhip and the Divine Service 
ate good and convenient, yet we muſt not forgets 
4 : 9 A * that 7 
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that A diuells not in Temples made with Hands, butt 


Ph 22 e tts or three are met in bis Name he is prefent in 


The true Temple ſhalt be opened and 
manifeſt i in another World, and this is God and the 
Lamb himſelf. We ſhould not plaee any great 
matter in the Form of ſetting forth the Word of 
God, ſince Jeſus 3 ſat and taught the Peo- 
ple: He meant by it the greateſt Familiarity, and 

ke with his 25 tures as a Father to his dear 
hildren. His being willing to be ſeen and heard 
by all, ſhould teach us, He is not willing any ſhould 
5 hindered to look upon him: and be ſaved, nor is it of 
im when he is not heard to eternal Life. The Gad o 
this Mild is the ſole Author and Cauſe of all that 


75 Blindneſs, Backwardneſs and Unwillingneſs in Men 


to come to Jeſus that they might have Life. 

| „The 155 will not as low me to ſpeak of all the 

Seed Do&trines contained j in this Sermon of or 
＋s at this time: I will therefore only ſpeak of 


. | thoſe Beatitudes or Bleſſings pronounced in the for- 


mer Part of it, and this I purpoſe to do in a ſimple 
and free Manner. 


\ Bleſſed are tle goor 8 Spirit, vr theirs is the King- 
t 


| as of- Heaven. muſt not be left unobſerved, that 


ths poor in Spirit, or the ſpiritually poor People, have 


| the* firſt Right to all the Bleſſings of Ged. This is 


to. me Very important. 

When St. Luke relates the Particulars of this . 
vine Diſcourſe he mentions only the Poor, but St. 
Miaithew is more clear; for though our Saviour's 
Diſciples were poor Men, and but few noble or 


. fich called to his Church, yet therefore, becauſe 


: gs A oo * 
The? 


the poor or common People. heard him gladly, and 


*followed him, are they not bleſſed, but the poor in 
"0m: the Souls who. are poor and worthleſs in 


their 


1 
thier on Eyes, theſe are they our Saviour bleſſes. 
It might not be amiſs to obſerve, that poor and 
mean People in the World have ſucteeded better 


with our Saviour than the rich or wealthy; but per- 


haps the God of Equity has ſo ordered it, that ſome 
who defire it have been V2ſſels of Humour in the 
World, and had their Good Things here, while 
others have had their Evil Things, and been Vſſels 
of Diſhonour, but have found the Pearl of great Prices 
and in their low-Eſtate, like the Virgin Mary, have 

found the Lord, and that Treaſure laid up in Hea- 


ven. Though, as I ſaid before, the outward or | 


bodily Poverty. have not always had this Effect,” or 
been the Reaſon of their being choſen into the 
Kingdom of Heaven; but where the Wants and 
Afflictions, the Poverty and Penury of this Life, 
have put the Soul upon ſeeking true Riches, there 
it muſt be confeſſed, it was good for them that they 


have been Aficted. Riches, on the other Hand, 


have proved a Hurt and a Snare, and hindered 
many to be ſaved. Our Saviour ſays, how hardly 
ſhall they that have Riches enter the Kingdom of God f 
They have much to leave, they find it difficult to 
ſubmit to the Fooliſhneſs of the preaching of 'Faith, 
a Senſe of Honour keeps them aſhamed of Jeſus 
and his People; their Education teaches them to 


deſpiſe the unpoliſh'd Simplicity and artleſs Behavi- 


our of the Children of God ; they know how to rea- 
ſon ; they are high, and all their little religious Acts 


are ſo magnified, that it often ſeems to them as if 


they ſupported the - Cauſe. of the Lord, and their 
Power defendedꝭ it, or as if Jeſus was beholden to 
them; and when they put on the Form of Godligeſs; 
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. 
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People of an inferior Rank; thus they cheat them- 
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* are too apt to lord it over the meaner Sort, and 


ſelves | 
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[6 ] 
phane, then their Riches helps them on in their 
ſmooth to Hell. They take great Liberties; they 
75 and ridicule the Scriptures;: they” mock: the 
Faith, diſputs atheiſtically, ſerve their Luſts, Blea- 
ſutes, and the Goa of this Morid with all Greedineſs, 
oppreſs their: Subjects, and are quite unconcerned 
about giving any Account of their Stewardſhip, till 
they axe called away, and then what Good will all 
their Niches do them? Who of their Companions 
can ſave them, or of what Advantage will it be for 
them to recollect how great or thy they have 
been in the World, when they have loſt their own 
Souls ?: Many of theſe, if they had been poor in 
the World, perhaps, might have had a Part in the 
| Kangdem- of God; and, on the other Hand, I doubt 
not but that many in Heaven might have periſhed 
Had they been rich or great in the World. The 
Wiſe Diſpoſer of all Things knows what he dees; 
He has choſen his People ſhould have little of the 
ſhould not therefore once fepine becauſe the Blef- 
ſings of this Life ſeem to be ſo unequally divided, 
ot bedauſe ſome are fo loaded with good Things, 
and we have but Food and Raiment, or even ſuffer 
in that reſpect; Hie tlut ſuteth in Haven ruleth all 
Things: well Let us only get an Intereſt in Him, 
and we ſhall not envy them toho have their Corn anti 
Wine and Oil incregſed, we are far richer than they 
all, and far happier; for when the Earth is burfit 
up, and Time is no longer, we have a Kingdom thut 


cannot be ſhaken, and Nicbes which no Meth vr Ruff can 

e Tig beat through-and ai! © WW 
"> Eh) Ys We: » +4 \ KS, e . « 
AHH | Atſter 


( 9.) | 

After all that has been ſaid, where a Man is wy 
faithful Steward of chat committed to him, and 

where his Hear leaves all tac he ha and gs hl 

of Feſus our dear Saviour, his having been rich ur 


noble will be no Hindrance to his Salvation; and 


where a poor Man deſpiſes our Saviour Grace, amd 
lives — of his Blood and Merit, and does not 
come to him, — not help him: He 
may be a Beggar, or ſuffer want, or be very 


low 
and poor in the World, and yet have a high, proud, 
and ſtubborn Heart, and be of that unhappy Num- | 


ber that God beholds afar off. 
True Poverty of Spirit is, as St. Auſtin oblerves, 


Humility ; it is a lowneſs of Heart which proceeds 


from a ;ving conviction of aur ſinful and dad State 
by Nature. 


That Man is poor who has no Money, Clloaths, 


Houſe, or Friend, but is in Debt greatly, his Wife 
and Children are ſold to — and he caſt into 


Prifon till Payment be made. Thus he is poor in 


Spirit who knows he haus no good Thing diuelli ng in him, 
he has no real Righteouſneſs, he has a Senſe of his 
owing his Lord very much, he has nothing; to offer, 

_ omiſe nothing, can do nothing, feels his Guilt, 

inful Nature, his Enmity, his Carel eſſneſs, his 
Hardt of Heart, and Incapacity to help himſelf. 
He looks upon himſelf direQly in that State deſcribed 
1 the ſixteenth Chapter of Exetial, caft out to the 


of his Perſon in the open Field, acither waſhed, | 


chathed, or pitied, but friendleſs and undone. Noone 
but. he that has experienced a deep Awakeni 


in their own Eyes ! how felf-condemned 


ing by 
Means of the Holy Spirit, can judge of ſuch Peoples NASH 
Caſe. How mean, how little and 3 | T 


„ 3 : j 


ER; 1 

they can tell our Saviour, I am poor and needy. This 
is indeed the Eſtate and Condition of all Men, but 
they dont, they will not know and confeſs it. 
Hence ariſe all the Deceits of Self- righteouſneſs, and 
all the 'Fancies of being holy, e or better than 
others. Hence they frequently ſuppoſe themſelves 
rich, ang increaſed with Goods, and have need of no- 
thing, but imagine they have been educated well, 
done a great deal of Good, wronged no- body, kept 
to Church, given alms, and been merciful, chari- 
table to the Poor, and made a tolerable Proficien 

in the Knowledge of the Scriptures; but ſuch are 


| the Laodiceans, the luke-warm People, whom our Sa- 


wiour coll ſpue cut of his Mouth, and whoſe Righte- 
ouſneſs is like the Morning Dew. A poor Sinner 
has not ſuch Thoughts, he cannot value himſelf 
any more; he looks upon himſelf on a level with 
the worſt and vileſt of Men, and that not perhaps 
becauſe he has been a Murderer, an Adulterer, or 
Houſe- breaker, but on account of his filthy and naſty 
Heart: He finds Fault with all that others about 
him may praiſe and commend in him; and under 
ſuch a ſenſe of his fallen and ſpoiled State, he fits 
down at Fe/us's Feet, or begs at his Door of oy 
He can plead nothing he has done, or merited : He 
has nothing unſpotted or without Bleriſh to lay 
upon his Altar, all that he has is lame, and halt, 
and blind, and therefore his only Hope, his Thirſt, 
_ daily Cry is, Have Mercy on me ! O dear Saviour 
me! ole | 

| "his Angel's Tongue can deſcribe how dear and 
precious 77% is in ſuch a Soul's Eyes; they would 
part with their Lives joyfully to know Him as their 
on; had they ten Worlds they would not heſitate 
2 Moment about it, but would. part with them 1 
4 ce 


[9] 
ſeel his Love, and be aſſured of his tender Mercy 
Bleſſed are ſuch poor in Spirit, theirs is the Kingdom: of 
Heaven, I know thy Poverty ſays our Saviour: to 
ſuch, but thou art high. It was his firſt and chiefeſt 
Deſign in the Redemption to help ſuch poor People 3 
he looks on them as Men ready to periſh, Souls that 
owed much, but had. nothing to pay, and therefore he 
would ſtand their Friend, and make Satisfaction 
for them: He became their Surety, ſtood in their 
Place, paid off the frightful Score, and obtained and 
provided the Kingdom of Heaven for them. O this 
is amazing Grace | but not more wonderful than 
true and certain. What joy muſt a Chriſtian Soul 
perceive and feel in his Heart who juſt now fat 
dawn weary, or ſighing for Mercy, with a Heart 
ready to break at our Sawours Feet, and yet, 
through a Conſciouſneſs of Sin, could hardly hope 
to be accepted, when our Saviour whiſpers withing 
Thine is the Kingdom of Heaven. I haue loved thee with 
everlaſting Love. I have hid myſelf a little Moment and 


thou. waſt traubled, but now the Winter is paſt and © 


the Storms gone, and the time of the ſmging of | Birds 
is come, riſe up my Love, my Dove, and come away 

O ſuch an one muſt think with Shame, Lord, what 
am I! and muſt be abaſed and bowed down with 
Thankfulneſs and Gratitude for ever, and more and 
more wonder at this Grace and great Salvation, and 
cleave to our Saviour, love and value his Death and 
Obedience, and be reſolved only to exalt and bleſs 


_—_ for e | | 
his B always accompanies a Perſoh fþe 
ritually poor, they are bleſſed, and ſhall m_ 
Theirs is the Kingdom. No ſooner is a Soul ſtripped 
of all Self- holineſs — dead to the Law, i. e. with- 
out any Hope of thereby, but quite poor in 

. 

= 


10 ]' 
Mind and Heart ventures to the Croſs or Feet of 
Hus, but the Holy Spirit comforts him, and lets. 
im know the Kingdom of Heaven is his; he leads. 
Bim in to poſſeſs it, and grants him ſuch a Lot of 


huis Part therein, ſtrikes him with ſo deep a Senſe 


of our Sauiour's free and eternal Love to him, and 
at the fame Time gives him ſuch a Foretaſte of 
this Kingdom which is now his, and of which there 
ſhall be no End, that the Remembrance of this Hour, 
this happy Time, ſhall always be freſh and lively 
to: him for ever; and let what will happen after- 
Wards to him which can either pain, or grieve, or 
trouble him, or fink his Spirits, this ſhall ſtill com- 
fort him, that the Kingdom of Heaven is his; and 
as long as he abides under the Senſe of his own 
Foverty, ſo long ſhall the ſame Lord and Saviour 
refreſh and bleſs him in this Manner, till he enters 
Me Gates into the Fulneſs of this Kingdom, at 
Ged's Right Hand in the Glory everlaſting. 
All the Bleſſings in the OM Teſtament were pro- 
miſed by the Prophets to the Poor : He helpeth the 
Poor 2 he crieth, the Needy, and him that has no 
= 1 er. He lifteth the Poke” out of the Mire. He 
c eth the Pocr. T will druell, faith he, with him 
« as; rs poor, and trembleth at my Mord. Expreſſions 
of this Nature are found in almoſt every Book of 
the Scripture, and all the Meaning of theſe is com- 
prehended in theſe gracious Words of our Saviour, 
Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom 
755 Heaven. Pleſſed are they who are mean and 
ttle, and worthleſs in their own Eyes, as a Bit 
of Duſt, as a poor ſmall and contemptible Worm, 
Who are convinced of their own Nothingnefs and 
| fr fuck to ſuch belongs the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
Chriſt died; out . Pity to o ſuch He was ex- 


treme 


Ps iS. 
i 


| . 
1 », 
! 


treme poor, that they through his Poverty might become” 
rich; and by his having nothing, and being a Ser- 
vant, they might poſſeſs all Things, and be Kings 
and Prieſis to God, rich in Faith, and with that 
Gold tried in the Fire, and having got the Trea- 
ſure hid in the Field, ſpoken of by our Saviour, 
they ſhall be eſteemed rich indeed of God and all the 
Angels in Eternity. ö 

Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be com- 
forted. In that ſolemn and awful Charge givensto 
the Deſtroying Angels in the ninth of Ezekiel, 
wherein they are commanded to flay utterly Old 
and Young, nor ſuffer their Eyes to ſpare or pit 
they are forbid to come near thoſe that mourn. 1 
was alſo mentioned as a chief Part of our Saviour's 
Office in the World, He /hall comfort thoſe thut 
mourn.” Solomon allo had ſaid, it was ſafer to be in 
the Houſe of Mourning than in the Houſe of Mirth. 
But who are theſe meant in the Text? The Aour- 
ners of Sion; they are People whoſe Eyes God has 
opened to ſee their own Hearts, poor People who 
feel their Sin, and want Salvation. Some, when 
they are a little awakened, comfort themſelves with 
thinking they are not very bad, but better than 
many others; or let their friends comfort them by 
perſuading them the ſame, or that they are good 
Chriſtians already, and in a ſafe way: They call 
all 


piritual Concern a Madneſs, and take all due a : 
Care to keep People from the Danger; yea, if a moſt - 


abandoned Liver, a notorious Drunkard or Whore- 


monger, of whom they had before no manner of, 


Care, ſhould come under any Apprehenſions ef 
Danger, or ſhould grow uneafy about his future 


State, ſuch would be very ready to help him gut k _ 
tis Error, and adviſe him to be of good ,, i 
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merry Company, or change the Air, or take Phy- 


kick ; and often Souls are comforted by this Means, 
and they ſeem to get out of all their Fears or Unea- 
fineſs directly; for they have had Comforters, but 
ſuch as Job's were are all fuch | Miſerabie Comforters 
ideas Theſe are they of whom the Prophet com- 
Plains ſo heavily, They heal the Hurt of the Daughter 
of my People ſlightly, crying, Peace, Peace, when there ts 
no Peace. But a Soul truly convinced of Sin cannot 
and will not be comforted with ſuch Things; they 
dook upon him whom they have pierced, and mourn for him 
one mourns for her only Son, Nothing leis than the 
Holy Ghoſt can comfort them. All they want is to 
Know they are forgiven and ſhall be ſaved ; they 
Want to be aſſured of their being Children of God, 
and at peace with him through Fefus Chri/?. "Theſe 
are tbe Mourners ſpoken of in this Place; they feel 
the want of a Saviour, they cannot be put off with 
Health, Riches, Company, Pleaſures, &c. they are 
200 fenſtble of their Guilt and Sin, too heavy laden 
and weary, too ſick and diſordered, and uneaſy to 


de diverted with any Thing leſs than the Kiſſes of 


the Beloved. As long as he is at a Diſtance, they 
are troubled till they feel his Love ſhed abroad in 
their Hearts; they mourn, and they. fhall be comforted. 


ur Saviour will wipe away the Tears from their Eyes, 
He will ſpeak Peace to their Hearts; they cannot 
do without his Preſence, and they ſhall have it for 
evermore; they will not reſt without his Conſola- 
tion, and he will ſend the Hely Gho/? the Comforter 
to comfort them. I will comfort you, ſaith he, as a 
Maber comforts her only Son; 1 will remove thy Fears 
and Jealouſies, and aſſure thee of my Affection and 

. Loving-kindneſs ; I will be thy good Saviour; Iwill 
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forgive thee; and thy paſt miſ-ſpent Life I will for- 
get, and enter into an everlaſting Covenant with 
thee that thou ſhalt be my Child. Thus it hap- 
pened with Hezekiah, he mourned lite a Dove and wits 
alone, and comfortleſs like a Swallnw upon the Houſes 
top, and turned to the Wall, wept and ſaid, Lord Tam 
oppreſſed, undertake for me, and the Lord heard his 
Supplication, and ſaw his Tears, he heard his Moan 
and comforted him, aſſuring him all his Sins were ca 
behind his Back. Thus he treated David, Paul, Cor- 


nelius, and as many as mourned after Him, and thus 


he does in our Days. The mourning of a Soul after 
Salvation is nothing elſe but being ſict of Love, and 
Janguiſhing for the Holy Spirit to aſſure him he is be- 
loved by our Saviour; and till he is this way com- 
forted he muſt mourn, he cannot help it, and if any 
thing ſhort of the Blood and Pardon of the Lamb can 
ſtop his Grief, he is an unhappy Perſon, be tre 
who he will. 
There is ſuch a Bleſſedneſs attainable, ſuch a di- 
vine Aſſurance of the Love of God to us, and ſuch 
a Certainty of our goin gto Heaven as can Tefrefh 
and comfort the otherwiſe inconſolable. All that 
ſincerely ſeek Salvation, and neither want to cheat 
themſelves, or fuffer themſelves to be cheated by o- 
' thers, ſhall be comforted with this eternal Conſola- 
tion. Let him only turn to the Man of Sorrows, 
and mourn after Him, and he ſhall be bleſſed, the 
Lord himſelf ſhall comfort him, and the Days of 
his Mourning ſhall have aneterhal End; the Mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken it, they Mall becomforted. © © 


Bleſſed are the Mevk, for they fhall inherit the Path, 
A meek Perſon is a tender-heatted Perſon, dr, as 


it is expreſſed in Scripture, @ rte ent; à bruiſed 
vr broken-hearted Soul, His Conlelenceis foltvited 
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by looking upon Feſus, he has learned it of him. He 
no more behaves impudently or ſtrong, he is no 
more careleſs or hardned in his natural State; but 
it is juſt fo with him as it was with Peter when our 
Savieur looked upon him, his Eyes and Heart 
melted immediately, he curſed and lyed no more, 
but with bitter Tears ſought Pardon, ſo he melts 
before the Lamb of God; a ſharp Word can pierce 
through ſuch, every tender Conviction faſtens upon 
; their 2 and an Openneſs to confeſs and acknow- 
Jedge their being to blame is viſible in them. They 
are poor Sinners, whoſe Hearts, Conſciences, and 
Eyes arefoftened by the Blood of Jeſus. A Sight of 
| his Death has ſtamped an everlaſting Mark upon their 
Foreheads, and made their inmoſt Soul like melted 
Wax. Their tenderneſs of Conſcience, Scrupuloſi- 
8 4 1 fear of doing any thing wrong to grieve our 
_— Sv, often may expoſe them to the Cenſures of a 
blind World, wherein they are like Fools and Babes, 
=. and thoſe who mock them are indeed far more wiſe 
in their Generation than they. They /hall inherit the 
| Earth. They properly inherit this World, for the 
have in the Preſence and Enjoy ment of our Sav:our's 
Tove, an hundred fold more here than all they can 
= : loſe or ſuffer on his Account, and the World to come 
wall be theirs alſo. They are now the only happy 
People; let the Weather be fair or ſtormy, lor their 
State in Life be eaſy or difficult, let them be ſickly 
or healthy, be beloved or hated, or have much or 
ter Want, they are well; every Morſel they eat 
feet, and, as it were, dipped in the Bbed of 
I 1 2 their Sufferings are the Honour of enduring 
© uomething from the World for Chriſt's ſake. Their 


F 4Y 3% 3 Lafe is the Life of the Son of God, their Death the Death 
nad eternal Gain. Are they fick? 
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FI 
They cannot forget every Faiy helps gently to looſe. 
the Silver Cord and break the Earthen Veſſel, that 
they may fly away and be at Reſt. Is the Weather 
bad? Have they long Journeys to go? Are they 
expoſed to Trials of Penury or Want? how happy 
are they? ſince they ſhall ſoon arrive at the Hauen ; 
- Where they would be. No Storm ſhall threaten them ö 
after a few Days. Yet a little while and they h f 
hunger and thir/# no more. But when the Lord their | 
Saviour ſhall make a new Heaven and a new Earth, '.1 
they ſhall inherit it, they ſhall be the Inhabitants with 
Hun in his New World, and ſpall fallow him whither<- 
foever he goeth. 2 | 
Bleſſed are they which hunger and thirſt after Righ= 
teonſreſs, for they ſhall be filled. The great Deſire and 
preſſing after Righteouſneſs, is here and in many "of 
other Places called hungering and thinſting; ſince no 5 
hungry Man ſo wants Bread when he is ſtarving, no 3 
Man periſhing for lack of Drink ſo longs and thirſts 1 
for Water as an awakened Soul longs tor the Righ- --. 
teouſneſs of Chrift. All Mankind are more or leſs I 
ſenſible, that they muſt be righteous, and that with. 4 
out Holineſs no Man can ſee the Lord, but then they 
| make a Righteouſneſs of their Morality, 4 
uties, Works, and Prayers, and this is always the "A 
Cale till the Lord's Eyes try their C ſelf- : 
wrought Garment, and as ſoon as his Voice calls and 
awakes them from their Dream, and he opens their I 
Eyes to ſee their Nakedneſs and the Inſufficiency of 1 
all their own Doings, and how far ſhort they fall 
from the Righteouſneſs which avails before Gad, it s 
no Wonder that they feel Diſtreſs, and begin to s 
in want of a better Sighteouſneſs As ſoon. ag the - -. 
Obedience and Sufferings of Chriſt Fcjus are pH 
ed before ſuch People, the Holy Spirit itirs up in 3 N ; 
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28 Thirſt for Him and his Merits, 
as is inſatiable. They languiſh and pant for Salva- 
tion at @ dry. Land far the refreſhing Rain, and can- 
not reſt till they have obtained their Deſire, or ta- 
den, as it were, the Lingam of Heaven by Violence, 
for the Violent take it by Force. To be in ſuch a 
State, in fuch a hungry and eager. Condition, athirſt 
for our Saviour's Blaad and Righteou 8 is a Bleſ- 
fedneſs, for they ball be filled; they ſhall have what 
they want; they ſhall know what that means, He 
will pour Water upon him that is thirty, and Floods upon 
the dry Ground He fall be filled, or as it is faid, He 
Hall ſatiate the hungry Soul with Goodneſs, or as the 
Virgin Mary expreſſes it, He filleth the Hungry with 
good Things. They ſhall be cloathed with the 
ighteouſneſs of the Lord 5005 it ſhall be to them 

à white Robe; they ſhall be ſecured therein, be ju- 
ſtified thereby, be fo fafe, fo healed, ſo happy, and 

_ fatisfied, that they ſhall be filled, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, 
and ſtand compleat and perfect before Gad by this 
Means, and be inwardly cleanſed and bleſſed in their 
own Souls. Let then ſuch as now hunger and thirſt 
for the Lamb and his Righteouſneſs be of good Com- 
fort, they /ball be filled, they ſhall be ſatisfied with 
him, and have enough to all Eternity. | 
Bleſſed are the Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy. 
When a Soul is converted and pardoned he becomes 
merci ful ʒ he cannat ſuffer a revengeful Thought; 
he may not be bitter or cruel, our Saviour will not 
ſuffer ſuch a Spirit, it is not of Him, but of the 
World and Satan. Of Fefus we learn to be tender- 
hearted, long-ſuffering, and of a forgiving Nature. 
It is fo in our Hearts, and whoſa cannot forgive, he 
is notforgiven. Met it appear op cloak itfelf in what 
Manner. it will, come diſguiſed as it pleaſes, all 


Revenge 


t a 1 

Revenge; Barbarity, Severity, and repaying Evil is 
ſinful ; but who is-merciful and ready to forgive, 
he ſhall find his heavenly Father meaſure the ſame to 
him, and in all his Miſtakes and Failings he ſhall 
be forgiven, and fee] what a merciful Saviour he 
has to deal with. Hence our Saviour wage — 
pray, Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as wwe forgive them 1 
treſpaſs againſt us; and nd alſo is fi Doctrine, f 
ye forgive not, neither ſhall ye be forgiven, or, as he 
faith in the Parable, Did not I forgive thee when thou 
defired/t me? Should/t not thou alſo have forgrven thy 
Fellow-ſervant. | 

Let then no ſort of Reſentment have a Place in 
our Hearts, tis Pride. Let no Rancour, Sourneſs, 
or hard Thoughts find Room in our Breaſts, it is 
againſt our Saviour's Mind. Let us be glad to for- 
give, ready to help the Poor and Needy, and pity 
all in Diſtreſs, in Priſons, in Debt, in Affliction, in 
Danger, in Pain or Sickneſs, in Want, and under 
Oppreffion, and ſhould our Enemy hunger, let us 
rejoice to feed him, and ſhould he thirſt, let us give 
him to drink, and have a merciful Heart and Beha 
viour toward all Men, eſpecially to religious People 
and ſuch as believe, ſ ſhall we obtain Mercy and Fa- 
vour of God in our Need, and he will not deal with 
us after our Sins, but after the Multitude of his 
Mercies. But if ye behave cruel, it ſhall come 
home to you again; behave ſevere, ſo ſhall others 
behave to you ; revenge yourſelves at a convenient 
time, when it is in your Power, and all ſhall one 
Day, ſooner or later, juſtly be returned upon yous 
own Heads, and full Meaſure, preſſed down and 
running over, ſhall Men heap hard Things and 
very bitter and heavy into your Boſoms. The true 
Way to be merciful is to learn it of our Saviour, for 
"iQ"? C whoſo 
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whoſo is acquainted with him, and continues in his 
Love, is loving and merciful, fo that Men can per- 
ceiye he has been with Jeſus. Be ye then merciful, 
for your Father in Heaven is meraful, and ye ſhall 
obtam Mercy. 48 
Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, for tbey ſhall ſee 


God. The prre-hearted*People are fuch as have ob- 


tained the true Faith in Chrift, and whoſe Hearts 
have been purified through the Blood he has ſprink- 
led thereon. None are pure in Heart by Nature ; 
for by Nature all our Hearts are corrupted and 
deſperately wicked, and thence proceed all evil 
Thoughts, Luſts, Murders, Thefts, Blaſphemies, 
Se. which defile the Man; but as ſoon as our Sa- 
Hour beſprinkles us with Water we are made clean, 
and when he waſhes us in his Blood we are whiter 
than Show, The Eyes are no more full of Adul- 
teries, the Ears no more open to filthy Speaking, 
the Heart changeg, and chaſte, and pure. They 
are juſtified, they are ſanctified, and not only have 


made the Outſide of the Cup or Platter clean, but 
the Inſide is clean alſo. Theſe are Souls who have 


received the Remiſſion of Sins, and whoſe Souls 
and Bodies are hallowed: by the Holy Spirit, and ſet 
apart to be the Temple of God. Theſe ate they who 
have their Eyes anointed: with. the Eye-ſalve, and 
they ſee God; they ſee Feſiis, they have him with them 
according to his Promiſe when he went away, and 
ſaid, The World ſhall: not ſee me, but ye ſee me; and 
in the Hebrews it is written, Ve /ce 4 who was 
Mule luer than the Angels, i. e. our Eyes are open- 
ed; we now ſee God, we view him in his Bleeding- 
form by Faith and in Spirit, and yet ſo truly, and 
With ſuch Heart Satisfaction, as if he ſtood bodily 
before us, We know he is at no 8 
e 


Ca) 

behold him, and Faith ſerves inſtead of Sight, and 
is better to us than ſeeing for the preſent : Bleſſed 
are they who have nat ſeen, and yet have believed. Be- 
ſides all the Happineſs we have here in this reſpect, 

we ſhall hereafter ſee his Face, and be where he is. 
We ſhall ſee that loving God before whom the 
Seraphtms cover their Faces. We ſhall ſee where 
the Thorns and Blows hurt and disfigured his Vi- 
ſage. We ſhall ſee his Hands and Feet, we ſhall 


look upon his Side, and delight and feaft ourſelves 


with this beatifical Viſion to all Eternity, when 
wicked Men, Apoſtates, and Unbelievers ſhall fly 
from his Preſence in the Great Day, and ſhall hide 
themſelves in Rocks and Mountains, we ſhall ſee 
him — Joy, and all whoſe Hearts haye been pur- 
gee Þ his. lood from dead Works, and ma 
op ie may with Job, I oro ſee BL as 

ee him for myſe — or another. are 
tbe 25 in fo mſi they ſhall 1 God ! 

d are the Peace-maters, for they ſhall be called 
Children of Gad. It is a Satanical Spirit to ſtir up 
Strife, to foment and make Miſchief between reli- 


gious People eſpecially. Who loves Diviſions, Dit- - 


putings, anglings, and Tale-bearing, or is fond of 
ng Faults or uncovering the Nakedneſs of his 
fading Fu 0 he is on the Devil's Side, and joins 
the Accuſer of the Brethren ; ſuch ſhould be marked 
and ſhunned, they are the bad Leaven in the Lump, 


and do much Harm; but bleſſed are the Peace-makers, - 


People who love Uni , and are glad to cover and 
hide any Blemiſh or iltake, and even to think the 
beſt, and not Evil; who will not flander, nor hear 
Slanders; who will not back-bite, nor ſuffer it; but 
who, Teſus like, could die for the Brethren, and 


who love Peace, and ſpare no Pains tenderly to root 
| dat 
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out all Highneſs, 'raſh-and haſty Words and Be- 
haviour, and who learn to be mild and gentle, and 
will do any Thing to make Men at Peace in one 
Houſe, and to keep up that divine Harmony among 
the Children of God which becomes them; for they 
are one Man's Sons, they are Brethren, and muſt not 
fall out by the Way. Bleſſed are they who re- 
concile thoſe at Variance, remove the Miſtakes and 
Miſunderſtandings that cauſed” the Evil, and who 
take the Place of the Mediator and Advocate. 
They reſemble Jeſus, and are ard ſhall be called Chil- 
dien of God of Peace, Children of their Father 
which is in Heaven, who hates Quarrels and Fight- 
ings, and ſcatters ſuch as delight in War. 
Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for Righteoupneſs 
ſale, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. © Formerly, 
in the time of the Law, the Worſhippers of God 
and the religious Men and Women did not ſeem to 
be the Butt and Mark of Satan's Malice ſo much as 
now. The Prophets indeed were perſecuted, and 
that becauſe they enerally brought heavy Tidings 
to their own People, and were continually ſtriking 
at the Pride, Idolatry, and Unfaithfulneſs of the Chil- 
Aren of 1jrael, and ſpeaking of a New Covenant, a 
better Prie/ihacd, and of the Salvation of the Genttles, 
and other ſuch Things, which were contrary to the 
great Ideas they had of their own Religton, and 
|< to Fleſh and Blood, eſpecially their plain Re- 
© proofs for Sin, and the Threatnings with which = 
frequently were ſent; but elſe the Jetwiſb Church, 
from the time of their coming out of Egypt, were ho- 
nmourable and revered by all People, who ſaw how 
the Lord their God fought for them, beſides the 
driving out whole Nations and ſlaying Kings for their 
Fakes. He put a Dread and a Fear of them in all 
n Countries; 
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Countries; they who ſtrove againſt them periſhed by 
Judgments, and thoſe who deſpiſed them were glad 
to be: Hewers of Wood or Drawers of Water to 
them. When they were ſmall in Number, one 
could chaſe a thouſand, and frve put five " thouſand 
to flight; the Lord was a Man f War and Leader 
of their Hoſts, his Angels ſlew their Enemies by 
thouſands in a Night; the Skies ſhowered down 
Hail-ſtones and Fire on thoſe who hated them, the 
Stars in their Courſes fought againſt them; and on- 
ly at times when they had ſinned in departing from 
the Lord, He ſuffered them to be led away Captive, 
and let their Enemies be Lords over them, but elſe 
they were the City of Perfection, the Foy of the whole 
Earth. 'The Pomp and Glory of their Church ſeem- 
ed to bid Defiance to all the World, and this laſted 
till Feſus came. Our Saviour knew it would be 
quite otherwiſe after his Deceaſe, for he foreſaw 
with what Rage the Devil would purſue his poor 
Sheep, when he ſhould come to know what their 
Shepherd had done by his dying for them; it was 
therefore our Saviour gave his Diſciples Warning of 
it, as if he had told them, Little Children, ye muſt 
not think my Kingdom is of this World, for though 
hitherto Jeruſalem and the Family of Iſrael have ſo 
lang flouriſhed in the Earth like a Vine, and all the 
Glory of the Gentiles have flowed to it, yet it has been 
for a Sign and a Shadnu of that Jeruſalem which it 
above, and of that Church whith is at preſent inviſi- 
ble in the World. The Prophets to whom I opened the 
HD of my Redemption, and tho were my faith- 

ttneſſes, were a poor deſpiſed and excluded-' Pas- 
ple for my Sake, and the Object of the Storm of Sa- 
tan, and the Hatred of their Brethren the Children © 


I rael, they have been all perſecuted," fame they 1 | 
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ethers "were ſawn \aſunder, and all rejected and cafft 
aut of the Vineyard, fo will my Ghildren and Diſci- 
ples be henceforth, I have been hated, ſo they will 
hate them ; and as ben my Father's Account, and for 
doing bis Will, they baue perſecuted me, ſo for my 
Jake and for my Righteouſneſs ſake they will be perſe- 
cuted follow me; but efteem ſuch bleſſed, for 
#heirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. My People above 
have all come out of great Tribulation, and in like 
ananner. will Satan try all Behevers ; be will purſue 
#hem bike a Dragon, and jet the World againſt them, 
but let them be of good Cheer, I have overcome the 
Morla, ſhortly they ſball tread upon the Adder, and the 
Lyon and the Dragon ſhall they tread under their Feet. 
Comfort ye, comfort ye therefore, my People, and when 
Je fee any troubled on my Account, or for the ſake of 
any Righteouſneſs, then fpeak comfortably to them, for 
#heirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. And even ye, bleſ- 
fed are ye when Men ſhall revile you and perſecute 
you, and fhall ſay all manner of Evil againſt you 
falſely for my jake, rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your in Heaven, for ſo perſecuted they 
ile Prophets which were before you. 

+. This Doctrine of our Lord Chrift was ſoon found 
true; for ſcarcely the Devil knew the World was 
redeemed out of his Hands, and he had loſt all with 
Equity through our Saviour s Death and Sufferings, 


dau that now he had here but a. ſhort Time, but he 
pbegan to rage and raiſe up the Kings of the Earth, 


and put the Counſellors to conſult together again/? 
#he Lord and his Anointed. All who called on his 
Name were perſecuted, and that before the Apoſtles 
had well begun their great Miniſtry. Hence, when 


they preached or wrote to the Churches, they taught 


them, that whoever would live godly in Chriſt Jeſus 


muſs 
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maſt ſuffer Perſecution. This Doctrine continues 
unalterably the fame. Now, as well as formerly, 
Men who love our Saviour, who mention only his 
Righteouſneſs, and are determined only to know 
Him, will for that, and, no other Cauſe, be hated 
and reviled; Men vill be ſo inveterate againſt them, 
that they will report all manner of Evil againſt them; 
Men in all Religions, of all ſorts of Tempers, will 
be their Enemies, and ſeparate them from their 
Company, and caſt out their Names as Evil, will 
go ſo far as not to buy or ſell with them; Parents 
diſown their Children, Children abhor their Parents; 
Maſters diſcard and turn away their Servants, threa- 
ten and. diſtreſs ſuch as live under them, and all 
this, as Luther ſays, not becauſe they are Mutderers, 
Adulterers, or Thieves, but becauſe they love Jeſus Chriſt, 
and will have na God beſide him, or ſeek, or preach, or 
value any Righteouſneſs but his, which he wrought out in 
Obedience to the Death of the Croſs It is not becauſe 
they areOppoſers of Governments, Plotters againſt the 
State, idle, wicked, malicious, or hurtful, but becauſe 
they believe the Goſpel and Promiſes of Chriſt, be- 
cauſe they exalt the Lord alone, becauſe they are Wit- 
neſſes of his Love and Mercy, and are not aſhamed 
of his Name nor his Faith, becauſe his Words are 
weightier than all other Arguments, and of more 
Force than all Demonſtrations whatever beſide. If 
this be the Caſe, they ſhould not be therefore dif- 
couraged or dejected, but leap fir Foy and be exceeding 
glad, for ſo perſecuted they their Lord and dear Mafter, 
and the Prophets which were before them. It is an Ho- 
nour and Glory to them to ſhare in their Lord's 
Shame, and follow him thus out of the Camp bearing his 
Repraach,tor they ſhall follow him in his Glory in that 
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Day when He ſhall come with all his Angels, and 
tlien he ſhall confeſs them, and ſhew ſuch as deſpiſed 
them how much he loved them. 
Ves, ſurely a Day ſhall come when all the de- 
rided Followers of the Lamb, and ſuch as for his ſake 
were the Scorn of Men and the Outcaſts of the People, 
| ſhall be glorified in their Sight who made them 4 
By-word and Proverb of Reproach ; they ſhall ſee 
them with their dear Maſter on the Clouds of 
Heayen, and ſhall be forced to acknowledge with 
Shame and Amazement, We Fools counted their 
Lives Madneſs,” and their End to be without Honour, 
hut ſee how they are numbered with the Saints, and 
have: their Portion with the Children of God. Then 
Mall they be truly honourable, and all Nations 
Mall call them Zed. Every Bleſſing pronounced 

the Mouth of Jes, and every Blefling pur- 
0 by his Blood ſhall come upon them, and 
be theirs for ever. ; 
May we all fo believe, ſo be converted, and 
made after our Saviour s Heart, that all theſe Bleſ- 
ſings may come upon us, in Time and to all Eter- 
nity. Amen. 


